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FERNS AND FERN ALLIES OF SAN SALVADOR ISLAND, THE BAHAMAS
Robert R. Smith

Hartwick College
Oneonta, NY 13220

According to Correll and Correll (1982) there are 45
species of ferns and fern allies in the Bahamas. 80 percent of
these have a range that extends into southern Florida. 67 percent
are found in Cuba. Many of thesé'are distributed throughout the
West Indies, Mexico, Central or South America. One species,

Marsilea nashii, is endemic, and two species, Macrothelypteris

tornesiana and Nephrolepis multiflora, are naturalized.

San Salvador Island possesses 13 species of those found
in southern Tlorida. The majority of the San Salvador Island
species range from southern Florida through the northern and
central Bahamas.

The fern and fern allies of San Salvador Island are rare

except for two genera, Acrostichum and Thelypteris. These two

genera may be found at several 1locationms. Most of the fern
genera are found at only one or two sites. The topography and
climate of the Bahamas is not conducive to the establishment of a
wide variety of pteridophytes. Suitable habitats are rare or
lacking.

The ferns and fern allies that are found on San Salvador
Island are:

Psilotaceae
Psilotum nudum (L.) Beauv.

Polypodiaceae
Acrostichum aureum L
A. danaeifolium Langd. & Fisch.
Adiantum ternerum Sw,
Asplenium dentatum L,
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Nephrolepis multiflora (Roxb) Jarret ex Morton
Polypodium aureum 1.

P. phyllitidis L.

P. polypodioides (L.) Watt

Pteridium aquilinum (L.) Kuhn

Tectaria lobata (Presl) HMorton

Thelypteris kunthii (Desv.)Morton

Vittaria lineata (L.)J.E. Sm.

The 1location and habitat for the San Salvador Island fern
and fern allies are as follows (see map 1).

Psilotum nudunm

n, part of island; on rotting palm stem in sinkhole.

Acrostichum aureum

s. w. part of island along margin of blue holes.

Acrostichum danaeifolium

along Jake Jones' road, n. part of island on margin of
freshwater and brackish areas.

Adiantum ternerum

n. central part of island on wall of limestone pits in
blacklands;
s. part of island in old well.

Asplenium dentatum

s. w, part of island in limestone pit in open rocky
blacklands;

Nephrolepis multiflora

w. part of island; along street wall near bridge on 3rd
street, Cockburn Town.

Polypodium aureum

central part of island s. e. of Guana Cay, locally frequent
on sabal palms along margin of sinkholes.

Polypodium phyllitidis

central part of island s. e. of Guana Cay, infrequent on

52



trees in blacklands.

Polypodium polypodioides

central part of island s. e. of Guana Cay, occasional on
base
of trees trunks in blacklands.

Pteridium aquilinum

s. w. of Flamingo Pond and e. of air field, along bulldozed
trail in open blacklands.

Tectaria lobata

central part of island, s. e. of Guana Cay in limestone pits
in blacklands.

s. w. part of island in limestone pits near Farquaharson's
Plantation site.

Thelypteris kunthii

central part of island s.e. of Guana Cay in limestone pits.
w.part of island on wall of cave just n. of government
buildings, Cockburn Town.

w. side of island in abandoned well in Cockburn Town.

Vittaria lineata

central part of island, s.e. of Guana Cay, infrequent on

palms along margin of sinkholes.
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Map 1

Psilotum nudus

. &=
Acrostichum ’
danaeifoliun
Grahams Harbour Y EAST
| A Pol dium
CCFL base =22Ypoclum
JONES'RO.542 1 ‘.‘ polypodiolde
Dixon’s H
//y 2, Uﬂm 9¢ diun
Pteridium / olypo
aquilinum 4 z / QEACH gureu-
L ]
. A GUANA ’ Polypodium .
» /" Je phyllitidis
Riding Rock Pojnt X 2 )‘I ' ard Bargai “
Aiding Rod = [V Vittaria
Marina “ b lineata
Cockburn To (3 —
Negl_trol_enis A
nulti.ﬂo% \ 2"
‘ A ;,'
Y
I \ ' \W Adiantum
\  GREAT ternerun
LAKE
/ -’. e : D
&W}“ e
Pigeon Creek Aobata
, Somomem
{ PIGEON CREEK
Acrostichum /
aureun ¢ / / / / SNOW BAY
Castle /‘ Sem%n gt Vi MOUTH OF PIGEON CREEK
BEACH L Yo g . HOOK .
~FRENCH BAY 63 0 ' 'g m:
a1 2 -3 twm
Asplenium” SANDY POINT )
dentatum

SAN SALVADOR

54



