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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BAHAMIAN NATIONAL ENTOMOLOGICAL
COLLECTION

Nancy B. Elliott
Department of Biology
Siena College
Loudonville, NY 12211

David L. Smith and Sherilyn G. F. Smith
Department of Biology
Le Moyne College
Syracuse, NY 13214

Eric Carey
Bahamas National Trust
P. O. Box N-4105
Nassau, Bahamas

Before the spring of 2000, the Ba-
hamas did not have an insect collection, al-
though there was one private collection of
butterflies belonging to Denis Knowles of
Nassau, and a teaching collection at the Col-
lege of the Bahamas, also in Nassau. Out-
side Nassau, there were two small collec-
tions. One, containing approximately 1700
specimens, had been donated by D. J. Mc
Donald to the Rand Nature Centre at Free-
port. The other, at the College of the Baha-
mas Gerace Research Center on San Salva-
dor, contains about 2700 specimens col-
lected by students and researchers who have
worked at the center over the years.

In January 2000, with the coopera-
tion of the Bahamian Department of Agri-
culture and the Bahamas National Trust, we
began surveys of insects on the islands with
the objective of starting a national collec-
tion. This represented the first attempt to
survey insects on all the islands since the
1950s (Vaurie, 1953; Rabb and Hayden,
1957). The Department of Agriculture pro-
vided space at the headquarters of their Con-
servation Unit at the Botanical Garden in
Nassau, and they also purchased Cornell
Cabinets and drawers to house the collec-
tion.
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Between late January and early May,
we collected on ten of the islands (New
Providence, Cat, Acklins, Gt. Inagua, May-
aguana, North and South Andros, Grand Ba-
hama, Eleuthera and Long Island). Since
the time we have done additional collecting
on New Providence, Great Abaco, Great
Exuma, Great Inagua, and San Salvador.
Our collections were made primarily by
hand netting, but were supplemented with
sweeping and malaise trapping. To date we
have collected approximately 4600 speci-
mens in eleven insect orders. See Table 1
for the number of specimens collected by
order on each of the islands.

Besides the insects we collected, ad-
ditions to the collection have included ap-
proximately 280 butterfly specimens do-
nated by Denis Knowles in the summer of
2000, 47 specimens collected by James
Redmond on New Providence during the
summer of 2000, and approximately 100
butterfly specimens were donated by Drs.
Lee and Jacqueline Miller of the Allyn Mu-
seum of Entomology in June of 2003.

To date we have concentrated on the
determinations of the groups on which we
specialize Hymenoptera (NBE), Orthoptera
(SGFS) and Odonata (DLS). We hope even-
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tually to obtain funds to subsidize travel to
the Bahamas for specialists willing to help
with species determinations on other groups.

Another aspect of the project has in-
volved visits to entomological collections in
the United States for the purpose of docu-
menting the presence of Bahamian speci-
mens there. Eventually these records, along
with our collection records, will go into a
database available on the internet. So far we
have made preliminary visits to the Allyn
Museum of Entomology, the American Mu-
seum of Natural History, the Carnegie Mu-
seum of Natural History, Cornell University,
the Florida State Collection of Arthropods,
and the U.S. National Museum.
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Table 1. Number of Individuals (by Order) collected for the Bahamian National Entomological

Collection as of Spring, 2003

NP| C|AC| GI|MY|[NA| SA|{GB| EL| LI| GE| GA| SS | Total
Odonata 29| 29| 31| 80| 20| 27| 10| 27| 95| 39| 25| 17 8| 437
Orthoptera 18| 21| 39 3 7 51 25| 18| 12 4 7 3| 162
Hemiptera 34| 33| 62| 62| 56 6| 42 7 32 91 42| 13| 89| 469
Homoptera 51| 11 1 2 1 66
Coleoptera 18| 18| 25| 51| 26| 38| 14| 38| 99| 26| 30| 62| 108 | 553
Neuroptera 1 5 2 3 11
Lepidoptera 47| 931233 92 33| 36| 44|103| 66| S8 36| 35| 28| 876
Diptera 140 (104 | 88 (143 | 28| 35| 24| 44| 40 22 20| 10| 19| 698
Hymenoptera | 153 (101 [ 130|102 | 62| 54| 40| 135|161 [ 106 [ 143 | 22| 21| 1209
Thysanura 2 2
Ephemeroptera 3 3
Island Totals | 473 | 407 [ 595 | 574 | 229 | 203 | 161 | 381 | 512 | 272 | 302 | 166 | 279 | 4486

Island Abbreviations:
NP: New Providence

C: Cat Island
AC: Acklins

GI: Great Inagua

MY: Mayaguana

NA: North Andros
SA: South Andros
GB: Grand Bahama

EL: Eleuthera

LI: Long Island
GE: Great Exuma
GA: Great Abaco

SS: San Salvador
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